RESEARCH THESIS IN CBN Il
01:146:411 (SPRING)

Course Description:

This course is part of a 2-semester sequence intended for CBN students in their senior year
who wish to produce a research thesis in the fields of cell biology or neuroscience but are not
enrolled in the CBN Honors program. The course sequence involves research plus preparation
of a written thesis draft (Fall semester), and research plus preparation of a final written thesis
and an oral defense (Spring semester). The course is offered every year through a Canvas site,
and it satisfies departmental learning goals:
https://cbn.rutgers.edu/academics/undergraduate/learning-goals

Prerequisites:
- Research Thesis in CBN | (01:146:410)

- Permission of the course coordinator and the research mentor. The mentor must agree to
sponsor the student and supervise the preparation of a written thesis and oral defense.

Course coordinator: Prof. Gabriella D’Arcangelo (darcangelo@dls.rutgers.edu)
Office: Nelson B323

The course coordinator will be available to meet you and discuss your progress at least every 2
weeks or as needed. Please email the coordinator to arrange a convenient time to meet.

Spring Course Specific Learning Goals: This semester you will build on the work you started
in the Fall, finilizing the preparation of a written thesis, and preparing a slide presentation of your
research project (oral defense). The goal of this course is to learn how to communicate your
research effectively in a written and verbal form to a mixed audience composed of scientists and
lay people.

Things to do during the semester:

1. Form an ad hoc thesis committee including the mentor, the course coordinator and 1
additional faculty member in the Life Sciences or biomedical field (as soon as possible).

2. Submit a ~30 page written thesis (original version) by mid-March for initial review by
mentor and course coordinator (upload to Canvas as an assignment).

3. Revise the written thesis based on the feedback and submit the revised thesis to the
thesis committee by April 1.

4. Prepare a thesis slide presentation and practice with mentor and class (upload to
Canvas as an assignment)

5. Revise the slide presentation according to the feedback prior to the defense. Defend the



thesis (oral slide presentation) by April 10 with the thesis committee and invited
audience (optional).

6. Revise written thesis if requested, and upload the final version on the Canvas course
site

In addition to these thesis-specific assignments you are expected to conduct 10-15 hours of
research/week (in person or remote) according to your mentor’s or supervisor’s instructions.
Grading

Written Thesis (30%) Oral defense (20%) Research Activities (50%).

The final grade will be determined by the course coordinator in consultation with the faculty
mentor and the member of the thesis defense committee.

Disability Accommodations
Students in need of disability accommodations should register for accommodations and consult
the policies and procedures of the Office of Disability Services website: https://ods.rutgers.edu

Policies

Attendance and Participation

Occasional absences due to illness or other conflict will not affect your performance in this
course if you make up the lost time. However, if you expect extended absence or hardship that
prevents you from conducting the research activity or work on your thesis, please inform the
mentor and course coordinator to determine the best course of action, but do not provide
medical notes. If you have a prolonged health and/or financial issues that are impacting your
academics and well-being over an extended period of time, please contact the Dean of Students
at deanofstudents@echo.rutgers.edu. The Dean of Students may provide the instructor with a
letter requesting flexibility.

Please note the Rutgers policy on attendance and cancellation of classes:
https://sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/degree-requirements/policies/attendance-and-cancellation-of-classes

Disability Accommodations

In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, students with a disability
must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where they are officially
enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation to the Office of Disability
Services website: https://ods.rutgers.edu

Additional resources and policies:
o Academic Calendar: https://scheduling.rutgers.edu/scheduling/academic-calendar
o Rosters (with Absence and Warning information): https://sims.rutgers.edu/rosters
o Final Exam Scheduling: https://scheduling.rutgers.edu/scheduling/exam-scheduling
o Interfaith Calendar: https://www.interfaith-calendar.org




Academic Integrity Policy
Students must adhere to the University Policy for Academic Integrity:
http://nbacademicintegrity.rutgers.edu/

Rutgers University takes academic dishonesty very seriously. By enrolling in this course, you
assume responsibility for familiarizing yourself with the Academic Integrity Policy and the
possible penalties (including suspension and expulsion) for violating the policy. As per the
policy, all suspected violations will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. Academic
dishonesty includes (but is not limited to):

Cheating

Plagiarism

Aiding others in committing a violation or allowing others to use your work

Failure to cite sources correctly

Fabrication

Using another person’s ideas or words without attribution, including re-using a previous
assignment

Unauthorized collaboration or use of ChatGPT/Al

Sabotaging another student’s work

If you are ever in doubt, consult your instructor.

Student Support and Mental Wellness

Student Success Essentials: https://success.rutgers.edu

Student Support Services: https://www.rutgers.edu/academics/student-support

The Learning Centers: https://rlc.rutgers.edu/

Rutgers Libraries: https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/

Bias Incident Reporting: https://studentaffairs.rutgers.edu/bias-incident-reporting

Dean of Students — Student Support Office: https://success.rutgers.edu/resource/dean-
students-student-support-office

Office of Veteran and Military Programs and Services: https://veterans.rutgers.edu
Student Health Services: http://health.rutgers.edu/

Counseling, Alcohol and Other Drug Assistance Program & Psychiatric Services
(CAPS): http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/

UWill: free immediate access to teletherapy; you can choose a therapist based on your
preferences including issue, gender, language, ethnicity. http://health.rutgers.edu/uwill/
Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance: www.vpva.rutgers.edu/

Office of Disability Services: https://ods.rutgers.edu/

Basic Needs Assistance (food, housing, and

other essentials): https://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/basic-needs

Rutgers Student Food Pantry: https://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/food-pantry




